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Wichita-Sedgwick County Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee Meeting 
Transit Van Maintenance Facility Conference Room 

4:15-5:45 p.m., March 13, 2013  

 
Discussion Highlights & Points of Agreement: 

 
Attendance - Plan Steering Committee:   

David Foster, Peggy Elliott, Sue Erwin, Susan Estes, Julie Hedrick, Dustin Kuhn, Jesse McCurry, 
Mitch Mitchell, Randy Oliver, James Roseboro, Gary Schmitt, George Sherman, Debra Miller 
Stevens, Kurt Yowell. 
 
Attendance - Project Staff: 

Stephen Banks, Dave Barber, Jess McNeely, John Schlegel, Scott Wadle 
 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions - 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Peggy Elliott.   
  
2. KDOT T-Works Transportation Projects - 

Dennis Slimmer with KDOT presented an overview of the Kansas T-Works ten year transportation 
plan and $7.8 billion construction budget. Slimmer explained the state’s project prioritization and 
selection process (includes the TREDIS model that assesses economic impact).  The three state 
transportation projects approved for the Wichita metro area are: Kellogg/I-235 interchange 
improvements; eastward extensions to the Kellogg Freeway; and, improvements to K-96/I-235/I-
135 interchanges. 
 
3. City of Wichita Planned Water and Sewer Projects (2011-2020 CIP) - 

Gary Janzen presented an overview of water and sewer projects planned for the City. Janzen 
indicated that with the recent slow-down in home construction, the city has placed more emphasis 
on projects in existing neighborhoods and the core area of the city. Age and capacity problems 
have created leak and pressure issues with the city’s current water/sewer system. Janzen 
indicated that our wet and dry climate cycle has also wreaked havoc on water and sewer main 
integrity (due to impacts of soil expansion and shrinkage). Janzen indicated that the city’s new 
Water Supply/Demand Master Plan is nearing completion, but that the existing Water and Sewer 
Master Plans are outdated. Securing a long-term water supply for Wichita has also become a top 
priority for the city. 
 
Janzen provided an overview of the major city stormwater improvement projects proposed through 
2020. There are not a lot of projects due to the limited funds generated by the city’s ERU monthly 
fee.  Priority projects are from Meridian to Seneca south of Kellogg and recertification work for the 
Big Ditch. 
  
4. 1993 Comprehensive Plan Report Card on Trends and Forecasts - 
Dave Barber presented a staff assessment of the major 20-year growth and development 
trends/forecasts contained in the 1993 Comprehensive Plan.  For the most part, the 1993 
projections fell short of the actual 2010 results. This assessment underscores the importance of 
reviewing, adjusting and updating the comprehensive plan on an annual basis to account for the 
impacts of ongoing change and unforeseen events (e.g. 9/11, two wars and two recessionary 
periods between 1993 and 2010). 
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5. Discussion of Plan Content and Plan Steering Committee Engagement – 
Peggy Elliott and Dave Barber reviewed a sheet describing the proposed content categories for the 
new comprehensive plan. Elliott emphasized those plan elements/components that the Committee 
has a significant role and responsibility to guide staff as the plan is developed. 
 
Elliott had the Committee members break into their respective discussion groups and appoint a 
Chair. Elliott indicated that the discussion groups will likely need to meet outside the monthly 
Committee meetings to develop a list of questions and information needs for staff.  
 
Randy Oliver and Jesse McCurry requested to serve on the Small Cities Urban Growth Area 
Group, with Oliver as Chair. Sue Erwin and Debra Miller Stevens agreed to be co-Chairs of the 
Health and Environment Infrastructure Group. Dustin Kuhn agreed to be Chair of the Culture/ 
Recreation/Arts Infrastructure Group. David Foster agreed to be Chair of Wichita’s Future Land 
Use Guide Map Group.  Tim Norton was appointed in absentia as Chair of the Transportation 
Infrastructure Group. No representatives were present from the Public Safety Infrastructure Group.  
 
6. Other Business –  
Elliott collected completed WSU surveys from the Committee members. 
 
7. Set Next Steering Committee Meeting - 
It was agreed that the next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 17, 2013, 4:15-
5:45 p.m. at the Transit Van Maintenance Facility Conference Room.  . 
 
8. Comments from Public Attendees – 
None 

 
9. Adjourned -  
6:05 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


